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fought battle with many challenges.
However, the individual initiative and
courage of common soldiers saved the
day. Many were teenagers or just in
their twenties; most were frightened
and on foreign soil under fire for the
first time. Actions of courage and brav-
ery were everywhere.

Now it seems so long ago, but I viv-
idly remember this event. I remember
these gallant men and their heroic ac-
tions. I remember those that paid the
ultimate price for our freedom. During
this military operation I landed at Nor-
mandy with the Glider Infantry of the
82nd Airborne Division, First U.S.
Army. I am proud to have been a part
of that endeavor and bear witness to
the heroism and gallantry dem-
onstrated that day.

One of the most challenging and re-
warding experiences of my life has been
to serve my Nation as an Officer in the
U.S. Army. Although it has been many
years since I last wore an Army uni-
form, my love for the service and pride
in its heritage remain as strong today
as it was when I was commissioned a
Second Lieutenant. As I think about
the sacrifice being made today by a
new generation, I continue to remem-
ber the great effort and sacrifice made
by so many young lives at Normandy.
They paid the ultimate price for the
freedoms we continue to enjoy today.

With each passing year, the number
of Normandy Invasion veterans grows
smaller. This is the final opportunity
that I will have, as a Member of the
Senate, to mark the anniversary of
this occasion. I call upon my Senate
colleagues and all Americans to never
forget what happened on those French
beaches 58 years ago. I encourage all
Americans to remember the coura-
geous men who fought and those who
died to defend our liberties.∑

f

TO COMMEMORATE THE DEDICA-
TION AND UNVEILING OF THE
DETROIT ARSENAL TANK PLANT
HISTORICAL MARKER

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to call my colleagues’ attention
to a significant event taking place in
my home state of Michigan. On June 6,
2002 in the City of Warren, elected offi-
cials, business and community leaders,
and members and staff of the Tank-
Automotive and Armaments Command,
will join with the Warren Historical
Commission and the Michigan Histor-
ical Commission to dedicate and unveil
a Historical Marker at the Detroit Ar-
senal Tank Plant site. Also joining
them will be veterans and former work-
ers of the Tank Plant who well remem-
ber the contributions of this facility to
the American war effort. Together,
they will reflect back over 60 years
ago, when on 113 acres of farmland in
what was then Warren Township, the
Detroit Tank Arsenal emerged as the
nation’s largest defense plant. And
they will note that the Tank Arsenal
marked the beginning of a legacy of
how government and business can

unite for the common purpose of equip-
ping our military and advancing our
defense capability.

The Detroit Tank Arsenal success
story began in 1940 when the U.S. Army
contracted with the Chrysler Corpora-
tion to create a separate armored force
of ground vehicles. Albert Kahn was
called upon to design the mammoth
structure needed to mass produce the
Army’s tanks and when it was com-
pleted it was the largest building of its
type in all the world. The first proto-
type rolled off the assembly line on
Good Friday, April 11, 1941. By early
December 1941, the plant had shipped
its 500th tank. Production continued to
increase to a total of five assembly
lines, and in December 1942, the plant
set an all-time monthly production
record by delivering 907 Sherman
tanks.

President Roosevelt visited the De-
troit Tank Arsenal in 1942 as part of his
tour of the nation’s defense facilities.
He made the plant his first stop, tour-
ing the operations and watching the
tanks run along the arsenal’s test
tracks. After returning to Washington,
the president called the Detroit Tank
Arsenal ‘‘an amazing demonstration of
what can be done by the right organi-
zation, spirit and planning.’’ FDR fur-
ther proclaimed the Detroit Arsenal
Tank Plant in Warren ‘‘The Arsenal of
Democracy.’’

During World War II the Detroit Ar-
senal lived up to its motto ‘‘Enough
and On Time’’ by delivering more than
22,234 tanks such as the Sherman. Pro-
duction continued through the Korean
and Vietnam Wars, throughout the
Cold War, and right into Desert Storm.
By 1996, however, all tank manufac-
turing ceased at this facility. But the
Tank-Automotive Center that was cre-
ated through the Arsenal in 1942 has
evolved into the Tank-Automotive and
Armaments Command which is housed
close to the original plant site. I am
sure that my Senate colleagues join me
in paying tribute to the great history
of the Detroit Arsenal Tank Plant and
in celebrating the future of progress
that it opened to us.∑

f

COMMUNITY HEROS

∑ Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President,
today I salute a community leader in
my home State of Oregon. Today, I
want to recognize the efforts of Susan
Abravanel, Education Coordinator at
SOLV, a non-profit organization in Or-
egon, in advocating for service-learn-
ing, one of the most exciting edu-
cational initiatives taking hold in our
nation today.

Service-learning gives students the
opportunity to learn through commu-
nity service, but it is important to
note that it is much more than just
community service, Mr. President—it
is a method of classroom instruction
that engages a student’s intellect
through hands-on work outside the
classroom that benefits the community
at large. Research shows that students

participating in service-learning make
gains on achievement tests, complete
their homework more often, and in-
crease their grade point averages.

In addition to producing academic
gains, service-learning is also associ-
ated with both increased attendance
and reduced dropout rates. It is clear
to educators across the country that
service-learning helps students feel
more connected to their own education
while strengthening their connection
to their community as well. It is for all
of these reasons that Susan Abravanel
is working so hard to advocate for serv-
ice-learning in classrooms in Oregon
and across the nation.

Ms. Abravanel is working closely
with my office and with education
leaders in Oregon to ensure that my
home state remains a national leader
in service-learning. Just two months
ago, I introduced a bill with my col-
league, Senator EDWARDS, to strength-
en our nation’s commitment to service-
learning. I feel confident that this bill
will soon become law and that with Ms.
Abravanel’s continued efforts both here
in Washington, D.C. and at home in Or-
egon, students will continue to benefit
from an education tied to civic engage-
ment.

Ms. Abravanel exemplifies the type
of engaged citizen our schools must en-
deavor to produce, and her persistence
will ensure that future generations of
Americans will give back to their com-
munities just as she has. I would also
like to note that Susan isn’t just con-
cerned about education—her interests
and efforts in Portland’s Jewish com-
munity are well known and highly ap-
preciated—she is the new President of
the Oregon chapter of the American
Jewish Committee. I look forward to
working with Susan in her new role at
the AJC and thank her for her con-
tinuing devotion to service-learning.∑

f

THE DEATH OF LEW R.
WASSERMAN

∑ Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise today to pay tribute to my dear
friend and a true Hollywood legend:
Lew Wasserman, a man who stood as a
giant among giants. On Monday, June
3rd, Lew passed away at his home from
complications of a stroke.

My heart goes out to his wife Edie,
daughter Lynne Kay Wasserman, his
grandson Casey and granddaughter
Carol Leif, and to members of his ex-
tended family.

Lew was a great pioneer in the enter-
tainment industry. He began his career
in show business while in high school,
working as an usher at the Palace The-
ater in Cleveland.

Together Lew and Dr. Jules Stein
built the world’s largest talent agency
representing such legends as Bette
Davis, James Stewart, Alfred Hitch-
cock, Tommy Dorsey, Kay Kyser, and
Errol Flynn to name a few.

He also built a conglomerate of mo-
tion picture and television companies
that produced the memorable hit mov-
ies ‘‘American Graffiti’’, ‘‘ET—the
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Extra Terrestrial’’ and ‘‘Schindler’s
List.’’

Without question Lew Wasserman
was one of the most powerful and influ-
ential people in the entertainment in-
dustry, and his presence and leadership
will be truly missed.

I am certain that his memory and
good works will live on and continue to
touch and improve the lives of people
everywhere.

To list Lew’s accomplishments does
not come near to his contributions to
our great nation.

Although Lew was unable to afford
college, he was inspired to donate mil-
lions of dollars for undergraduate
scholarships at UCLA. Indeed, few peo-
ple have been as big-hearted and giving
as Lew and his wife Edie.

Together they have given millions of
dollars to a myriad of philanthropic
causes including the Motion Picture &
Television Hospital in Woodland Hills.

Lew was instrumental in building the
Dorothy Chandler Music Center in Los
Angeles and served as a trustee of the
John F. Kennedy Center for the Per-
forming Arts and the California Insti-
tute of Technology.

I know that the Wasserman family
will continue the legacy of philan-
thropic giving.

Lew also was very active in the foun-
dation, Research to Prevent Blindness
for which he was awarded the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom, the coun-
try’s highest civilian honor, by former
President Clinton.

Throughout his distinguished career,
Lew was often called upon by impor-
tant leaders in our country including
former Presidents Clinton, Reagan,
Carter and Lyndon B. Johnson, who
wanted him as his Secretary of Com-
merce.

Despite his retirement, Lew was a
man of tireless energy. He was an avid
and effective mediator during the labor
tensions last year, when major studios
were negotiating with writers and ac-
tors, Lew privately advised both sides
to compromise, avoiding a strike that
could have potentially paralyzed the
economy of California.

Simply put Lew Wasserman was a
great American. His legacy is one of in-
spiring leadership and extraordinary
accomplishment.

I am proud to say Lew was a loyal
and good friend. Lew set a high stand-
ard and his passing has left an enor-
mous void to fill.

I know the next few weeks and
months will be difficult for Edie and
the rest of the Wasserman family. But
as they grieve, I hope they find comfort
in knowing what a wonderful contribu-
tion Lew made to the world around
him.∑

f

HOUSTON DIGITAL BROADCAST

∑ Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I
rise today to congratulate the city of
Houston on its recent designation as a
‘‘Digital Television Zone.’’ Viewers in
Houston are fortunate to be served by

local television stations that are
broadcasting in digital. These stations
are: KPRC, the NBC affiliate; KHOU,
the CBS affiliate; KRIV, the local FOX
station; KTRK, the local ABC owned
and operated station; KTXH, a FOX
owned UPN affiliate; and KUHT, the
local PBS station.

I would like to especially note KPRC,
a Post-Newsweek owned NBC affiliate,
where I had the privilege to work in a
former life as a journalist.

As the broadcast industry undertakes
its transition to digital television, I am
proud to say all these local Houston
stations are already fully on the air in
digital. For those not familiar with
digital television, it is the next step in
the evolution of television. Just as
other communication mediums are
moving from an analog to a digital for-
mat, television is too.

This year, coverage of the Olympics’
opening ceremonies and the NCAA
Men’s Basketball Championship was
broadcast in High-definition digital
television. Today, Houston viewers can
watch popular programs like ‘‘Drew
Carey,’’ ‘‘NYPD Blue,’’ and ‘‘the To-
night Show’’ in High Definition TV.
Programming like this will propel the
transition forward and encourage con-
sumers to invest in digital tech-
nology—like their local broadcasters
have done already.

In January, as one of only three cit-
ies in the country with all affiliates on
the air in digital, Houston earned the
distinction of being designated a ‘‘Dig-
ital TV Zone.’’ Houston broadcasters
pooled their resources over the past
year to educate Houston consumers
about digital TV technology and its
benefits. The local stations cooperated
with electronics manufacturers and re-
tailers to post digital sets in high traf-
fic areas throughout the city.

Houston broadcasters are doing their
part to launch the digital television fu-
ture. As with other technological ad-
vances, there will be challenges before
consumers can fully benefit from ev-
erything digital TV offers. There are
issues about making digital television
sets capable of communicating with
digital VCRs and DVD players. There
are questions about the availability of
digital tuners in new TV sets. Impor-
tantly, American consumers will need
to embrace digital television. Despite
these remaining questions, I am proud
to say that Houston broadcasters are
ready for the digital future.∑

f

DEFENDING THE 939TH AIR
RESCUE WING

∑ Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President,
I rise today to introduce an amend-
ment with Senator WYDEN to preserve
a truly invaluable search and rescue
capability in the Pacific Northwest.

On May 30, all eyes in Oregon and
across the Nation watched as brave Or-
egonians put themselves in harms way
to rescue climbers on Mt. Hood. The
rescuers included members of the Or-
egon National Guard, the Portland

Mountain Rescue, and the Air Force
Reserve 939th Air Rescue Wing, whose
members have been lauded for scores of
rescues on Mt. Hood and the Oregon
Coast, not to mention rescues in our
neighboring state of Washington.

Last week, nine climbers were swept
into a 20-foot deep crevasse on Mt.
Hood. Tragically three of the climbers
did not survive, but the stills of the
rescuers ensured that others would sur-
vive. The rescue last week highlighted
the skills of the Rescue Wing and the
importance Oregonians placed on the
Wing’s capabilities in the region. While
adverse wind conditions most likely
sent one of the helicopters into an in-
evitable crash, the highly skilled pilot
of the 939th ensured that the crew sur-
vived and that all on the ground were
unharmed.

This happened just one week after
the 939th rescued a sick climber from
Mt. Hood’s Sandy Glacier. I believe
this rescue highlights the Wing’s capa-
bilities. Late in the evening, the 304th
Rescue Squadron used it night vision
capabilities to spot the climber at an
elevation of 8,750 feet. The Pave Hawk,
equipped with a hoist, lowered down
Steve Rollins of Portland Mountain
Rescue onto the Glacier to assess the
climber. After being secured to the
hoist, the climber and rescuer were
raised into the helicopter and trans-
ported to safety.

Oregonians were devastated to hear
of Air Force plans to take away the
939th Search and Rescue Wing out of
the State to move it to Florida.

Oregonians realize that the 939th’s
mission is to rescue our brave men in
combat. In fact, we believe that the
members of the 939th are among the
very best trained in the Nation. We
know this because we know the Oregon
terrain and we have witnessed first-
hand their skill under most chal-
lenging conditions.

The decision to move the 939th came
about in December 2000—ten months
prior to a day that has changed our un-
derstanding of national security and
defense needs. We have been at war
since September 11. We need to keep
the highly trained combat search and
rescuers who are ready to serve at a
moment’s notice. A new active duty
wing would neither be ready today nor
tomorrow, not next week nor next
month. It would take two years to
stand up a new active duty rescue
wing. We not only need assets in places
abroad where al Quaeda members train,
but we need a capability at home to
support homeland security needs.

I have not seen enough evidence to
make me believe that changing the
mission of a CSAR Wing would be ad-
vantageous to the United States in
wartime.

In the wake of September 11, the
President established the White House
Office of Homeland Security and the
Homeland Security Council to ensure
that our Federal response and protec-
tion efforts are coordinated and effec-
tive. The President also directed
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